Dear host family!
My name is Stefan Klement and I want to come to Canada in February of next year to live there for five months. More precisely, I would like to live in Cranbrook, British Columbia, and attend the Mount Baker Secondary School. The main reasons, why I want to study abroad are, that I want to be able to speak the English language very well and that I would like to get to know the Canadian culture and country. 

I’ve already been to the United States twice and to Great Britain once, but as these were only short stays, I didn’t get the chance to learn a lot about the language, the culture or the country there. Both of my trips to the US were with my family during school’s summer holidays. Six years ago, we went to Florida and two years ago we went to California. Both trips were for vacation only and not to study the English language. Last year I went to England for one week in a school exchange program. I got the chance to participate in this program, because of one of my hobbies: I am an editor in my school’s pupils’ magazine. The result of both, this exchange program and the good cooperation of both schools was a pupils’ magazine in German and English. Participating in this exchange program was a lot of fun and being abroad was a very interesting experience for me. But unfortunately, the stay was too short to learn the English language very well.

I decided to go to Canada, because everybody I talked to about this country, told me only very good and nice things about it, especially about the kind people and the beautiful nature. As I’ve never been to Canada before, I would like to see and experience this great country myself. 

Cranbrook was my choice, because I read that it is a very beautiful city in a very nice area in British Columbia, where a lot of sports can be done, like skiing and biking in the nearby mountains. Also Cranbrook is located in the English speaking part of Canada.

Here in Germany, I have a pretty big family: my parents, three siblings and of course me. 

My Mum is called Hildegard and works as an accountant in her own office at home.

My Dad is called Heinz and works as a tax auditor at the local tax office.

Then, there are my brothers and sisters:

My oldest sister is called Martina and she is 27 years old. Actually, she is only my half-sister, because she has a different Mum than my other siblings and I. Martina studied law and is now working in a District Office. 

My brother’s name is Manfred. He is 25 years old and attends a university for packaging technology in Stuttgart.

Last but not least there’s my 21 year old sister Jutta. She also works in a District Office in the department for transportation.

I can honestly say that this is the best family in the world. Together we have a lot of fun and they are very important to me.

My siblings Manfred and Martina are another reason for my decision to go abroad. Both of them have already spent several months in foreign countries and because they had such a good time, I would like to go abroad as well. Martina spent one year in Virginia in the US, participating in a high school program. My brother Manfred has also been to the US: he spent 6 months in Michigan and another 6 months in California, both doing internships. Also, Manfred studied at a University in Thailand for 5 months. For both of them living abroad was a great experience, and they have both learned to speak English fluently.

My family and I live in a town called Donauwörth, which is in the Bavarian part of Germany, about one hour north of Munich. It’s a very beautiful city with about 20,000 inhabitants, really nice buildings and people. Donauwörth is well known all over Europe, because it is the city where most of Europe’s helicopters are built. 

All of my family except for my oldest sister lives in the same house. As my brother works in another town, he is only home during the weekends and holidays. My oldest sister lives in her own house about 10 minutes away from our house. She has been living there with her boyfriend for two years. 

Most of my time in Donauwörth I spend for school, hobbies and friends. My school is called “Gymnasium Donauwörth” and is comparable to a secondary school in Canada. My school is only about five minutes by bike away from our house. There are about 1,300 pupils at this school and around one hundred teachers. I am in 10th grade and I’m studying two foreign languages. The first language is English, which I’ve been studying for five years, and the second is Latin, which I’ve been studying for three years. In 8th grade I chose to attend the mathematic-scientific branch, which means that I’ve got more maths, physics and scientific subjects than other branches’ pupils do. My aim after my A-Level is to go to a university, even though I haven’t decided yet what subject I would like to study or which university I would like to go to. 

As school in Germany finishes every day around lunchtime, I usually go straight home after school and do my homework. Afterwards, I like to spend time on my hobbies or meet with my friends. I’ve got a lot of hobbies, but my favourite hobby is table-tennis. I play it in a local club two times a week. Another hobby is to do chess in a club once a week. Also I’m a boy-scout and an altar server. In summer, I like to go swimming in a lake close to our house, where my family owns a small cottage. I also like to go biking or skating with my friends and family during the summertime. In the winter, I like to go skiing with my friends or my family, because it’s a lot of fun. From where we live, we can reach the Alps in about two hours. I would like to spend more time on all of my hobbies, but there’s just not enough time to. I try to meet with my friends as often as possible, because I really like to hang out with them and because I like every single one of them a lot. Most of my friends I know from school and from my hobbies. I like to do all kinds of things with them, even though I have only little time, because I try to spend about the same amount of time for all of my hobbies and friends.
I’m very excited that I’m getting the chance to live in Canada and I’m really looking forward to my stay there. This will be the first time that I’m going to live without my family and my friends for more than three weeks. So it’s an unfamiliar feeling to be going abroad, but I think it will be as much fun and as familiar in Canada as it is here in Germany. I would be very happy, to hear from you soon and see you in Cranbrook.

Yours sincerely, 

__________________________

( S T E F A N  K L E M E N T ) 

